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LEAP Action Learning Report 2013
	Topic area
(The What)

	What do teachers and others associated with the teaching of numeracy in Ontario see as their most effective practices in the teaching/learning of early numeracy?

	Context
(The Where and When)

	Kinnwood Central School and other nearby schools in the Lambton Kent School Board. 
September/October 2013

	Research methods
(The How)

	Interviews with teachers, principals, numeracy facilitator and the System Co-ordinator, Elementary Student Achievement.

	Initial findings

	· Curriculum/Teaching  Resources:-

*Ontario Provincial Curriculum; Mathematics – Grades 1-8, there is a separate curriculum for Kindergarten. 

*A provincial online resource “A Guide to Effective Instruction in Mathematics: Kindergarten to Grade 3”.

*Lambton Kent School Board resource “Numeracy Framework –Kindergarten to Grade 8”. 

* Lambton Kent School Board has only approved “Nelson” series of Mathematics textbooks to be  used in schools who choose to use textbooks.
· All numeracy lessons begin with a “Learning Goal” and the “Success Criteria” for each goal is also explicitly discussed and recorded on a class chart (the language and format used for these was very consistent across classes, the school and other schools in the Lambton Kent Board) 

· The “Numeracy Framework –Kindergarten to Grade 8” was implemented consistently across classes, the school and other schools in the Lambton Kent Board.  A consistent teaching sequence of strands was evident in all schools that I visited. 

· A numeracy facilitator worked at Kinnwood Central School for one year (2012). The numeracy facilitator worked with class teachers to implement a targeted program to develop “Number Sense and Numeration” in students who required support. This involved:

*initial assessment of students to identify a small group of students who required support

*class teacher/numeracy facilitator collaboratively planning and implementing the program for the target group (a casual teacher was employed to take the remainder of the class while the teacher co-implemented the program).
· Teachers at Kinnwood Central School were enrolled to complete a Book Study series of professional development meetings based on the text “Number Talks:Helping children build Mental Math and Computation Strategies, Grades K-5” by Sherry Parrish  (Pearson/Math Solutions)
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